A Brief History of the first Establishment .and Develop-

ment of the Electric Telegraph in Western Australia.

(By Its Projector: EDMUND STIRLING.)
BTN s e (e s T
Amenibly to our telegraph Tines,  brief history of ita inaugara-
e VA s by mylt, vho vas e frst and sl prjetar, ey
Prove of interest, and probably of some utilty.

8 o iy ot o i o v
Perth and Fremuntle (now standing) was, at my request, 3¢ .
E Darte 1 Colomi ey o e oo o fon o 10 e .

O Yo requests that this, the irst message, may be publicly known.
s anq June 21, 1869."

‘The frst operator st Peth was 3fr. J. C. Fleming (the Superintendent)
ud the irt operator at Fremantlo waa Mr, William Holman.

This g v bl ued o Q1 o ol b st fom Sy
and mado available for both business sad soci
o (ﬂpecuﬂ,v T atar, whih had not alwage been the et iy v e

centres of population.
T80 s e o g scing o sl e [Gpreciid,
a company, jozen sharebolders, amoog them being Major

o doz
Gop it et Birch, B. Mason, ' Nownan, G, Glydo and:
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myself, and two or threo ouner inbabitants of Porth and Fremantle, was formed on the first of January, 1871, to extend the lino to

o 3
tho Eastern Districts, and the firat telegraph post was erected st York on-the 14th of March, 1872, and at Northam tho'18th of the
samo month.

October proposals wero mado by the overnment, and accopted by the Company, for the purchasa of the telegragh lines, sad
teaders wero at onoo isaued for their further construotion throughout the various parts of the Colony.
‘The lin botween Perth and King Georgs's Sound (Albany) was opened on tho 98th of December, 1872,

Augist, 1874, at tho eoggeation of the Hon. F. P. Birlee, the Legislative Council pasied & vote of £13000 for the
‘conntrustion of a telegraph lino from King George's Sound to Eucle, and the South Australian Government having agreed to extend
it lineof taegraph 1o tho Esstora boundary of Wostern Austala, thoconatruction work to that oclity wa at once wnloriakon by
our Government.

On tho 8th of Decamber, 1877, tho Eucla lino was comploted, aud congratulatory messoges sent by Goverar Ord to-the
Governora of all tho Australian Colonies, Indis, and England.

Thus ta b beon Zovelopd ey il and s umaide oo cuale my brodhae oot by the s of the deote
fosh, to hear from; and L pacta of tf world, aad at th samo time ‘adsance the social and commerial
pronperity of Westorn resy
Alhaugh th st mestago s sent by Governor B ol prlosary armngmantswors ads and o orion f th g of
I between tho Port and Capital was orocted, during Governor ..d.m..umm.,, who foclingly expressed t to
o of i inabilty, by he than orm o overnneny and the Anania poiio of the Colo mo somo remuncration for
what ho termed my enterpriso cing tho truo interests of
I might bo permitted to ndd that had this important lino of ux roph been m.zmm at an earlier period, moh incor
wod bl Honh i bown avsod by M e an ilorwaeds oy M o Foewas (ao, S Joh Forral) it peeloes
oxpeditions betwoen this Colony and South Australia.

Telegraph stations boiwesn Albany and Eucla woro first paned by my son Horace, under many diffultios, and thoso at

Victoin Plai, e ratc to Champion Bay. by my san Levis, wbo v all i the pos an telegraph torvice of o Coloy [}X’llmuwr
Fremantle

logea

o llo il tken o o st stblishment o thetlgraph i tho Clony that ly v pemsons e precnt whan
the it ot i vt . the Beth Ty, vz rloe, Mesars. R, R. Jowoll, J. C. Floniing, Alox. Cumming, and Mr.
E. W. Snook. Mr. Edmind sticlin ead, anet D . W. Snok, who, as a bay of 16, watched tho oretion of tho irst logagh
Do i W s mow Suparivtendont of Tlgeapha, and on o ek o or heo sreivrs o chis b group—H.O)
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Interesting Extracts from the W.A. Telegraph Department Log Books, etc.

21st June.  Firet telegram.

1ut April. - Government took over lines (they evidently did not, in doing so, make “ April Foola” of themselves. H.O.B)
Decenber. Perth Operators, 7; total 36.  Eloven talograph offces

Deccuber,  Eighteen teldgraph offces,  Perth operators, 10  total 41.

Williums River. E. W. 8nook in charge, rice Mrs. Hogarty sick—33rd Macch to 37th April; 1675, Relisved by Mr. Frod.
. Picsso (now the Hon. F. H. Pissse, Direotar of Publio Works, H.O.B.), who took chafge 29rd April, A
Megasty resigned. E. W. Snook left Williame 27th April.

Moy 100 Tho mossongos Parih e for Bt ‘elowed the publio to se0 they could sport. uniform, One of. them was
taken for g e

Scptember 1ut. - iss Watary resigned Groenongh ofics o become Mre Ja. M. Tanes, then posipaster of Nowosatle. (7

Noveaber 7th. Mr. Ernest Giley, of South Australian exploring party, talegraphs having arcived safely on 6th inst.. st
Clarke's station, Barkahiro Vallo; samo party subsoqueatly arivod st Nowcastlo Noverbor 16tk apd. at Perth 1815 18

March 8th. Bremer Bay. Eucla lif opened by Mr. Fleming:
‘lv;my . HorseoSining (lived by Lowis Silng from Pos) goo with . Flemig to Bunbury, thonc to Eepepance
Jun m.d. y- jorvah and Albany lines in contact | fault supposed to bo noar Narwogin.

June 3nd'_ Sympathy Lavween Perth and Albany linescontinuss; police authoriticsinformed by P u, (& queer phriso this.
wympathy.” " T supposo polics aathoritica wore consulted s they ought to be sery sympathetio, HLO.

Scptember 8th, Esperanco opened.
Scptember 220d . W. Snook took mail cart for Guildford, to réliove postmistrees’
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1878

1880,
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October 10th, Georgo Stovens, from Nowecastle, lofu Perth by steamer for Esporance, whoro ho is sppointed telegraph
asistant.

Deceuuber Gth. Teraslite Bay opened.

Decouber 9th. e, W. Graham accived ot Porth by mail cart—rst Eucla lino
July 17th.  Eyre opened.

July 23id. General order : Profix XX. to bo used for important messages.
August 96th.  Planet” sailed for Eucla with Meoars. Fleming, Carige, Scott, goats, efc.

Decembor 8th.  Saturday, 7 pm. Eucla lino opood. Hurrah !

March 22ud. ~ Signals exchanged and conversations hold botween Porth and adelaide direct. Oponing Port Agusta fine.
April 6th.  Northampton oponed.

tion mastor—from Adelaide,

Decosbar 200 Age Perth el ofiars . B Clay, 34 yua 4 st . A, Bl 37 yocs 2 pond th; B W.
Sook, 25 years, 8 months; L. . Stclog, 21 yoars  montha; J. W. Wood, 31 'yeurs & montha; G Suekland, 19 yours 6
‘months : W. J. Birch ; 19 years ; G, Grandy, 16 years 6 months ; D. nmn. 16 yoars 2 ionths,
1879, Dlay 24th. L. Ogborne commenced duty as messengor.

October 2lat.  E. W. Snook married.

November-2nd.  Mr. Helmich handed over chargs of G.P.0, 40 Mr. W. A. Stone, and left by steamer “Bob Roy " for Tndia
oa six months leave.

Novebor 26th.  Alex. Forrest and oxploring pasty returned to Porth. General welcome on the 27¢h.

February 12th.  Jarrahdalo opened.

May 13th. First monthly mail between Eucla and South Australia.

May 3lat. Arrin oponed.

October 12th. M. Floming (whose leg was broken Septemaber 28th near Albany by mail coach capsizing) returned to Perth
by “Rob Roy."

October 13th. M. s, station master Euclo, suiled for Adelaido on leave ; relioved by Mr. Graham of Eyre; amistant
Sl i charge e
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Ist. FrenuntleGuildford Railway opened.

Apil 1st. - First muil train Eustern Railway line,

June. Perth By Teleraph Station oponed, M. Chos. Anneat in charga

Marcl 1ut. - Sixpenco rato introduced Porth-Fromantlo liae,

Apil 15th, - Mr. W. Williaws, late station wuster Euels, left. for South Australia ; succeaded by J, Farrant,
November 21st.  Quvernor Baclee returned to Perth, after seven years absence ; welcomed by officers of the Departinent.
Juno 2ud.~ Governor Brocue arrived.

June 22nd. E. A. Leteh appointed as cadet.

April 21st. - Humslin Pool opened..

June 13th,  J. Lloyd appointed 8.M,, “ Gascoyne.”

August 20th.  Carnarvon opened.

June 21st. J. C. Fleming, Superintendent Telegraphs, died at the Manse, Perth, aged 49.

July Gth. F. A. Dailey appointed Tnupector Telegraphs. E. W. Snook chisf operatdr.

Scprember 1ith. - D. Brown appointed fourth oporator Perth offce.

September 19th,  Mr. F. Wauhlgren, instrument fivtér, arriyed Albany,

Scptember 26th.  Mr. E. G. Carige, of Esporunce, appointed 8.M. Roobourna.

October lst. " Line completed to Roebourne.

December lat.  Mr. Duncan J. McGourao appointed Superintendent of Telegraphe
December 31st. 2288 milea of wire.

February 3rd.  Mr. J. McGauran, Superintendent; resigned.

February 8th. - Mr. Hancosk appointed Superintendsat of Telographs,

Febraary 16th. Nogn time signalled on telegraph linea throughout Colony, intioduoéd.
March 5th.  Mr. G. P. Stevens took charge Eucla statioa vice Mr. Farraut.
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1888,
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1880,

Moy 8lat. - Perth-Fremantle line duplexed,

Suly 26th.  Brenksea ling complotad.

Octobor 20th. - Firat s0d Bovarley-Albany railway turnod, - Publio holidss
Decembor 16th.  Mr. Goo, Strickland’s mareings with Miss Latimor, St, Georges Cathedral.

Fobruary $rd. Mr. W. J. Piesss, morried ab Albany.

April 4th, Mr, F. W. Millbenk arrived st ATbany from South Australia.

June 17th, Mr. Chos, T. Gahan, the howly appointed P.M.G., arrived at Albany,

June 26th. Porth-Albany duplicato talogiaph ling opened for tratic,

Juno 30th.  Mr: Helmich, ratiring P-M.G, the recipient of address and pressntation by officers of thi Departiaont.
July lst. M. C. ¥ Gahan took charge Post and Telograph Department.

Novombor 23cd. . A. Bhiley appointed Superintendent of Telegraphs. . W. Snook appointed Tnspeetas of Tolegraphe,
Fobruary 3rd.  Tmmenso food Gesonough Flats—vo lives los,

oyl Br. A. R. Morris appointed Booking Clork.

February 13th. 8.
fathous.

“Seino” arrived with cable at Rosbuck Bay. ‘Tength of cable, 890 knots ; deepest sounding, 2900

‘April 8th. Rosbuck Bay Government atation formally oponod.

April 27th. ir. C. F. Galan, P:M.G, on bick loave, died at Molbourao ; succeéded by . R. A. Sholl
Septembor 5th.  Mr. R. A. Sholl, P.M.G, presonted with address by offcers of to Department.
‘Novomber 25th.  Roobuck Bay cable connsoted with offco by pipo line.

‘August 27th.  Opéning coromony now G.P.0, Perth.

October lst. Telegruph worked feom new 6.2.0,

October $lat. Time succesafully signalled between Roobuck Bay an Adelaide.

December 29th. - First Miniatry under reaponsiblo Government sworn in ; Sir John Forcest, Premier.



Mr. H. E. Clay's 20th Dopartmoptal unnivereary.
‘Principal ofices in Colony to open at 8 am. from this date.
1893, June 17th,  Mr. . A. Builey, Superintondent Telegraphs, died.
July 28h  Mr. W. J. Hancoek, Superintendent Telegraphs, lft for Europe on leave of abience
1891 July Coolgardie lino opened for trafic ; 400 mossagen passed through.

After which date, eonsequent upon th tremendous inrush of population, and incréase of business, through the many new gold Auds,
erowd upon one another, ax to take up 100 much room to record. Now ofices opened weokly, thousanda of

miles of wire ercted, und an enormous teadic over the lines, woro tho gencral order of things up till  short while ago,” when

the Department, having its machinery adequato to cope with the business, matters bocame smooth and easy going once mare.
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